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Show and states to him, 

òThis Chamber of Com-

merce is the fourth-largest 

in the state of Ohio and, 

with the Trade Show, we 

would be marketing our 

skills to the businesses 

that will be working in this 

industry.  The Chamber is 

willing to put Local 396 

center-stage at this impor-

tant function.ó  Butch then 

asked for the UAõs support 

in order to get our UA 

members working on these 

projects; their sup-

port in this matter 

would greatly help 

in powering the 

work to go union. 

 

This Trade Show, 

known as the 

YOUNG 2011 Con-

ference & Expo, 

will take place November 

30th, 2011 .  It is the first-

of-its-kind and is gathering 

much attention throughout 

the valley and even the 

country.  The Vindicator 

posted an article on their 

website on this event and 

states that the conference 

will provide great educa-

Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 

396, with the support of its 

membership, is working on 

building common threads 

that will tie us to many excit-

ing and upcoming projects, 

mainly the Marcellus/Utica 

Shale project. In order to 

accomplish this, Local 396 

has built partnerships that 

will help market our skills in 

the piping field. 

 

The first major partnership 

is with the Youngs-

town/Warren Regional 

Chamber.  The Chamberõs 

support of Local 396 will 

help showcase our talents 

and upcoming opportunities 

to the United Association. 

Tom Humphries, president 

of the Chamber, wrote a 

support letter to U.A. Gen-

eral President William Hite 

over the work we have done 

in the past and our future 

work on energy projects.  In 

this letter, Humphries 

states, òAs a result of a re-

cent opportunity for us to 

work with Butch Taylor and 

the Plumbers & Pipefitters 

Local 396 on another pro-

ject, I thought I would up-

date you from my perspec-

tive on the great working 

relationship that we at the 

Youngstown/Warren Re-

gional Chamber have with 

the Plumbers & Pipefitters 

Local 396.   Looking back, I 

have been working with Lo-

cal 396 on 

various eco-

nomic    

tional opportunities for 

the public, and has 

already òlanded a few 

prominent sponsors, 

including V&M Star, 

which is investing $650 

million in a new rolling 

mill because of the 

shale industry, and 

Chesapeake Energy 

Corp., which has said 

Ohioõs Utica Shale 

could be worth as much 

as $40 billion.ó  Local 

396 is extremely excited 

for the opportunity to 

showcase our skills and 

network with the other 

companies.  It is only with 

our partnerships with the 

Chamber and with the UA 

that we have been able to 

access this opportunity.  

General President Hite, 

along with Steve Kelley, 

Kenny Ruggles, Jerome 

OõLeary, and International 

Representative T.L. Ran-

son.  Also instrumental in 

helping the Local with this 

show has been Mike 

Ardnt of the UA Training 

Department, Terry Ur-

baneck, and Jim Pavesic. 

 

By strengthening all of 

these partnerships, the 

Local has been pro-active 

in garnering important 

opportunities such as the 

Marcellus Shale/Utica 

Trade Show.   Hopefully 

events such as this will 

help get our hardworking 

UA members onto these 

projects. 

LU 396 member Don 

Jessop, showing Con-

gressman Bill Johnson 

around the LU 396 

weld shop. 

development opportunities 

in our community for the 

past 10 years, along with 

the Building Trades, various 

companies and contrac-

tors.ó Humphries goes on to 

state that òalthough 2-3% 

of the time we do not agree 

or see eye to eye on a par-

ticular issue, 97-98% of the 

time we have successfully 

found ways to work to-

gether for the betterment of 

everyone.ó  He also touches 

on the Marcellus/Utica 

Shale opportunities, inform-

ing Hite that, by working 

together as a community 

and bringing all of the 

stakeholders together, òwe 

have the greatest opportu-

nity to be successful.  In 

fact, we are confident that 

we will be successful.ó   

 

The next important partner-

ship we continue to build is 

with our elected 

officials, particu-

larly Congress-

man Tim Ryan 

and Congress-

man Bill Johnson, 

both of whom 

have been instru-

mental in sup-

porting the Local.  

With the support of these 

officials and the Regional 

Chamber, Local 396 has 

the opportunity to show-

case two U.A. Trailers at the 

Covelli Center in November 

for the Marcellus 

Shale Trade 

Show.  In a letter 

to UA President 

Hite, Business 

Manager Butch 

Taylor informed 

him of the Trade 

Congressman Tim Ryan 

Picture of the UA Trailer to be on display at 

the Trade Show. 
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From George Popovich, Presi-

dent of Local 396: 
 

I would like to thank the 

membership for sending me 

to the UA National Conven-

tion, held recently in Las Ve-

gas.  Unfortunately, I did NOT 

win enough to retire, so Iõm 

still here!  

A lot of business was dis-

cussed and reports on this 

will be given at the Septem-

ber union meeting.  The Local 

396 delegation represented 

our local well.   

In other news, as per Article 

XIV, Section 5 of our By-

laws, a committee is being 

put together to review and 

amend the by-laws.  Mem-

bers interested in this com-

mittee should contact me 

(cell phone 330-718-5289) 

or the hall.  We will be start-

ing late September.  Those 

already interested in the 

committee include Mike 

Davis, Lonnie Potts, Mike 

Alfano, and Ed Rowland.  If 

you have previously told me 

you wanted on and I failed 

to list your name, please 

contact me.  Stay 

safe this Fall. 

Fraternally, 

George Popovich, 

Local 396 Presi-

dent 

 

Upcoming Union 

Meetings: 

(First Thursday of 

the month, 7:30 PM) 

*October 6, 2011 

*November 3, 2011 
 

 

The Building Trades/United Way 

hosted a bike run on September 10, 

2011.  The run kicked off at the Local 

396 Union Hall. 

The 2011 Youngstown Area 

Heart walk was held September 

17th, 2011 to support the Ameri-

can Heart Association.   Wes 

Prout, president of Prout Boiler, 

Heating & Welding, played an 

instrumental role in this Heart 

Walk, and through his efforts 

collected $1500 in donations 

from Local 396, our sister locals, 

AFL-CIO and the WRBT. 

Total donations for the event 

topped $169,000. The Local 

donated in memory of the mem-

bers who we have lost to heart 

disease. 
 

Heart diseases claim more than 

865,000 lives a year, so aware-

ness and fundraising is critical.  A 

big thanks to Wes and all of the 

donors, sponsors, and            

participants!! 

Bottom left: The crowd gathering at 

the Watson and Tressel Training 

Site at YSU 

Bottom right:  Mark Turnbull and 

Bill Galla lending a hand. 

Above:  Event chairman Wes Prout 

speaks at the Heart Walk. 

Below: A family whose lives have 

been affected by cardiovascular 

disease participate in the event. 

The Western Reserve Building Trades Fish Fry will       

be held Friday, October 28th.  Doors open  

at 7:00 PM.   

The event will be held at the Operating Engineers 

Hall, located at 291 McClurg Road in Boardman. 

Admission is $15.00.  Please stop by to enjoy 

delicious fish & sausage sandwiches, beer, and 

raffles.  

LOCAL 396 13TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING  

The annual golf outing will be held Saturday,           

October 1, 2011 at Bedford Trails Golf Course,     
located at 713 Bedford Road in Coitsville, Ohio.   
The cost is $60.00/person, payable to LU 396.  This 
includes green fees/car, lunch, dinner & beverages. 
Tee Time:  Shotgun start at 9:00 AM  
Format:  4-Person Scramble, pick your own team mem-
bers or we can fill in the teams. 
Please join us for tons of prizes and fun!  Deadline for 
payment is September 23rd.  Please call Local 396 at 
330 -758 -4596 for more info.  


